Who do you say I am?
14th

September 6, 2020
Sunday after Pentecost

Dearest Jesus, at your word we have come again to hear you; let our thoughts and hearts be
stirred and in glowing faith be near you as the promises here given draw us wholly up to
heaven.
Radiance of God’s glory bright, Light of Light from God proceeding, Jesus, send your blessed
light; help our hearing, speaking, heeding, that our prayers and songs may please you, as with
grateful hearts we praise you.
520 Music: Johann R. Ahle - Text: Tobias Clausnitzer

Introit: Psalm 138
I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I sing your praise.
I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love
and your faithfulness, for you have exalted your name and your word above everything. On
the day I called, you answered me, you increased my strength of soul.
All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord, for they have heard the words of
your mouth. They shall sing of the ways of the Lord, for great is the glory of the Lord. For
though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly, but the haughty he perceives from far away.
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve me--you stretch out your hand
and your right hand delivers me. The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love,
O God, endures forever. Do not forsake the work of your hands.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is
now and ever shall be, world without end, amen.

Prayer: You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself
and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call on
you, know you and love you through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Reading of Scripture - Dr. Inese Raisters and Ēriks Raisters
Matthew 16: 13-25
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but
others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do
you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah,[c] the Son of the living
God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has
not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter,[d] and on this
rock[e] I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give you
the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the
disciples not to tell anyone that he was[f] the Messiah.[g]
21 From

that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and
undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed,
and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying,
“God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get
behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine
things but on human things.”
24 Then

Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For those who want to save their life will
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26

Homily
Apostles Creed: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and
was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and life everlasting. Amen.

Beautiful Savior, King of Creation, Son of God and Son of Man! Truly, I’d love thee, truly I’d
serve thee, light of my soul, my joy, my crown.

Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, Son of God and Son of Man! Glory and honor, praise,
adoration, now and forevermore be thine!
838 Music: Silesian folk tune, 19th cent. - Text: Gesangbuch Mūnster 1677

Prayer - Dr. Inese Raisters
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace,
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is doubt, faith;
Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light;
Where there is sadness, joy;
O Divine Master,
Grant that I may not so much seek
To be consoled as to console;
To be understood as to understand;
To be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen
St. Francis of Assisi
Our Father...
Blessing
Go in peace and serve the Lord with joy! Thanks be to God!
Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav’n, to earth come down! Fix in us thy humble
dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown. Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love
thou art; visit us with thy salvation, enter ev’ry trembling heart.

Come, Almighty, to deliver; let us all thy life receive; suddenly return, and never, nevermore thy
temples leave. Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, pray, and
praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love.
631 Music: Rowland Prichard - Text: Charles Wesley

