Taste and see that the Lord is good
September 5, 2021

Organ prelude – Dr. Andris Āboliņš
Call to Worship: Psalm 34: 1-8

I will bless the LORD at all time;
his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
My soul makes its boast in the LORD;
let the humble hear and be glad.
O magnify the LORD with me,
and let us exalt his name together.
I sought the LORD, and he answered me,
and delivered me from all my fears.
Look to him, and be radiant;
so your faces shall never be ashamed.
This poor soul cried,
and was heard by the LORD,
and was saved from every trouble.
The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him,
and delivers them.
O taste and see that the LORD is good!
Happy are those who take refuge in him.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now
and shall be forever. Amen.

Prayer – Gracious God, your blessed Son came down fom heaven to be the true bread that gives
life to the world. Give us this bread always, that he may live in us and we in him, and that,
strengthened by this food, we may live as his body in the world, throught Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
Readings from Scripture – Exodus 16: 2-4
In the desert the whole community grumbled against Moses and Aaron. The Israelites said
to them, “If only we had died by the LORD’s hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots of meat
and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to starve this
entire assembly to death.”
Then the LORD said to Moses, “I will rain down bread from heaven for you. The people are to
go out each day and gather enough for that day. In this way I will test them and see whether
they will follow my instructions.

Homily
John 6: 24-35
So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they
themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus. When they found
him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you come here?” Jesus
answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs,
but because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the food that perishes, but for
the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him
that God the Father has set his seal.”
Then they said to him, “What must we do to perform the works of God?” Jesus
answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” So
they said to him, “What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe
you? What work are you performing? Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is
written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’”
Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the
bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For the
bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” They said
to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.”
Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.

But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe. Everything that the
Father gives me will come to me, and anyone who comes to me I will never drive away; for I
have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him who sent me. And
this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but
raise it up on the last day. This is indeed the will of my Father, that all who see the Son and
believe in him may have eternal life; and I will raise them up on the last day.”

Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and life everlasting. Amen.

Organ solo - Dr. Andris Āboliņš
Prayer

In you, Father all-mighty, we have our preservation and our bliss.
In you, Christ, we have our restoring and our saving.
You are our mother, brother, and savior.
In you, our Lord the Holy Spirit, is marvelous and plenteous grace.
You are our clothing; for love you wrap us and embrace us.
You are our maker, our lover, our keeper.
Teach us to believe that by your grace all shall be well,
and all shall be well,
and all manner of things shall be well.
Amen.
Julian of Norwich
The Lord’s Prayer : Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory
for ever and ever. Amen.

Blessing : The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you and give you peace.
Amen.
Let us go in peace and serve the Lord with joy! Thanks be to God.
Organ postlude - Dr. Andris Āboliņš

